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Notes from Fr. Steve  
   Several weeks ago I wrote, and quoted from the Vatican Documents of the Constitution of the 
Church. Today I would like to continue on with text from that document.  
   “The early liturgy we partake in is a foretaste of that heavenly liturgy which is celebrated in the 
City of Jerusalem toward which we journey as pilgrims, where Christ is at the right hand of God, 
minister of the holies and the tabernacle. With all the warriors of the heavenly army we sing a 
hymn of glory to the Lord, venerating the memory of the saints, hope for a part and fellowship 
with them; we eagerly await the Savior, Our Lord Jesus Christ, until he shall appear and we too 
appear with him in glory.  
   The Sacred Liturgy does not exhaust the entire activity of the Church. Before people can 
come to liturgy they must be called to faith and full conversion. “How then are they to call upon 
him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him whom they have not 
heard? And how are they to hear him without a preacher? And how are people to preach unless 
they are sent?” (Romans 10) 
   Therefore the Church announces the good tidings of salvation to those who do not believe , so 
that all men may know the one true God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent and converted 
from their many ways, doing penance. To believers the Church must never preach faith and 
penance; she must prepare them for the sacraments, to teach them all Christ has commanded, 
encourage them to engage in all of the works of charity, piety and apostolate, thus making it 
clear that Christ’s faithful, though not of the world, are to be lights for the world and to glorify the 
Father before all people.  
   Never the less the Liturgy, is the summit toward all activity of the Church is directed; it is also 
the font from which all her power flows. For the goal of apostolic endeavor is that all who are 
children of God by faith and Baptism should come together to praise God in the midst of his 
Church, to take part in the Lord’s Sacrifice and eat the Lord’s Supper.  
   The Liturgy, in turn moves the faithful filled with the “the pascal sacraments” to be “one in holi-
ness”, it prays that “they hold fast in their lives to what they have grasped by faith. The renewal 
in the Eucharist of the covenant between the Lord and man draws the faithful and sets them 
aflame with Christ's insistent love. From the liturgy, therefore and especially the Eucharist, grace 
is poured out from a fountain, and the sanctification of people in Christ and the glorification of 
God to which all other activities of the Church are directed, as toward their end, we achieved 
with maximum effectiveness.  
   But in order that the liturgy is able to produce its full effects it is necessary that the faithful 
come to it with proper dispositions, that their mind be attuned to their voices, and to cooperate 
with heavenly grace lest they receive it in vein. Pastors of souls must, therefore, realize that 
when the liturgy is celebrated, something more is required than governing laws and lawful cele-
brations. It is their duty to ensure that the faithful are fully aware of what they are doing, actively 
engaged in the rite and enriched by 
it.” (Constitution of the Church, Vatican II) 
   I am writing about Vatican II, to help you 
“actively engage” in the liturgy and sacraments 
of the Church. The Mass is the most powerful 
prayer, offered by humanity. Your sharing in 
the supper of the Lord, allows you to experi-
ence now, what is yet to come in the Kingdom 
of God. 
   Please, remember to pray for the parish, es-
pecially the sick and the suffering. Your prayers 
bring them healing, comfort and peace. God 
bless you and those you love! 
 
    Fr. Steve 

Bring your  
Cat, Dog, Snake, Rabbit,  

or whatever you have  
as a pet for a blessing. 
Blessing of the Pets 

will take place 
Saturday, October 1, 2022 
at the Gazebo at 11:00 a.m. 
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My name is Deacon Dan Ramos and I was just recently ordained on August 13, 
2022. I am studying at Sacred Heart Major Seminary as a member of the Compan-
ions of the Cross which is a religious community based out of Ottawa, Canada. I am 
originally from Vancouver, Canada where most of my family lives...and it’s also 
where I was ordained several weeks ago! This is my final year of seminary and God
-willing I will be ordained a priest for my religious community in June 2023. 
   My parents immigrated to Vancouver from the Philippines in 1989 and I was born 
there in 1991. I am the youngest of three children. My home parish in Vancouver is 
actually very similar to St. Rene’s in that it is made up of high Filipino population. I 
am excited to spend this year with you and call this community my home! 
   On my free time, I love sports and physical activity especially basketball, running, 

cycling and snowboarding. I also enjoy social gatherings especially with families. And of course as a Fili-
pino, I love food (both cooking and eating)! 
I am very much excited to meet many of you in the coming weeks and months and am blessed to serve 
this parish community as a deacon this year! 

We will be having  
Coffee and Donuts  

in the Social Hall after the 10:30 a.m. 
Mass on Sunday, September 18, 2022. 

Everyone is invited to attend. 

Sunday, September 18, 2022:Am 8:4-7/Ps 113:1-2, 4
-6, 7-8/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-13 or 16:10-13 
Monday, September 19, 2022:Prv 3:27-34/Ps 15:2-
3a, 3bc-4ab, 5/Lk 8:16-18 
Tuesday, September 20, 2022:Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Ps 
119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44/Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday, September 21, 2022:Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/
Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Mt 9:9-13 
Thursday, September 22, 2022:Eccl 1:2-11/Ps 90:3-
4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17bc/Lk 9:7-9 
Friday, September 23, 2022:Eccl 3:1-11/Ps 144:1b 
and 2abc, 3-4/Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday, September 24, 2022:Eccl 11:9—12:8/Ps 
90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17/Lk 9:43-45 
Sunday, September 25, 2022:Am 6:1a, 4-7/Ps 146:7, 
8-9, 9-10/1 Tm 6:11-16/Lk 16:19-31 

 

Trust in God 
    
During a time of crisis or uncertainty, we may find our-
selves struggling with fear and anxiety. This is a natural 
reaction. But St. Paul reminds us in his Letter to the Phi-
lippians to “have no anxiety about anything, but in eve-
rything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God” (4:6). Then, he 
assures us, “the peace of God, which passes all under-
standing, will keep your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus” (v.7). With steadfast prayer and thanksgiving, 
then, we do our best to put our trust in the Lord. 
   Let our reactions reflect the trust and peace that can 
only be found in him. Stay close to Jesus and the Blessed 
Mother in prayer, asking that those who are suffering 
from the disease or from any related anxiety may find 
healing and peace. 
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Readings for  

 Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 
 

Reading I 
Amos 8:4-7/135 

 
Hear this, you who trample upon the        “that we may sell our grain, 
       needy       and the sabbath, that we may display 
   and destroy the poor of the land!       the wheat? 
“When will the new moon be over,”    We will diminish the ephah, 
     you ask,           add to the shekel, 
   and fix our scales for cheating!     The LORD has sworn by the pride of  
We will buy the lowly for silver,            Jacob: 
   and the poor for a pair of sandals;       Never will I forget a thing they 
     even the refuse of the wheat we will            have done! 
     sell!” 

 
 

Reading II 
1 Timothy 2:1-8 

 
Beloved: First of all, O ask that supplications, prayers, petitions, and thanksgivings be offered for everyone, 
for kings and for all in authority, that we may lead a quiet and tranquil life in all devotion and dignity. This is 
good and pleasing to God our savior, who wills everyone to be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth. 
     For there is one God. 
     There is also one mediator between God and men, 
     the man Christ Jesus, 
     who gave himself as ransom for all. 
This was the testimony at the proper time. For this I was appointed preacher and apostle—I am speaking the 
truth, I am not lying—, teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
   It is my wish, then, that in every place the men should pray, lifting up holy hands, without anger or argu-
ment. 
 
 

 
 Gospel 

Luke 16:1-13 or 16:10-13 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, “A rich man has a steward who was reported to him for squandering his property. 
He summoned him and said, ‘What is this I hear about you? Prepare a full account of your stewardship, be-
cause you can no longer be my steward.’ The steward said to himself, ‘What shall I do, now that my master is 
taking the position of steward away from me? I am not strong enough to dig and I am ashamed to beg. I know 
what I shall do so that, when I am removed from the stewardship, they may welcome me into their homes.’ He 
called his master’s debtors one by one. To the first he said, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He replied, 
‘One hundred measures of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Here is your promissory note. Sit down and quickly 
write one for fifty.’ Then to another the steward said, ‘And you, how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘One 
hundred kors of wheat.’ The steward said to him, ‘Here is your promissory note; write one for eighty.’ And the 
master commended that dishonest steward for acting prudently. “For the children of this world are more pru-
dent in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. I tell you, make friends for yourselves 
with dishonest wealth, so that when it falls, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. The person who is 
trustworthy in very small matters is also trustworthy in great ones; and the person who is dishonest in very 
small matters is also dishonest in great ones. If, therefore, you are not trustworthy with dishonest wealth, who 
will trust you with true wealth? If you are not trustworthy with what belongs to another, who will give you 
what is yours? No servant can serve two masters. He will either hate one and love another, or be devoted to 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and mammon.” 
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Tuesday, September 20, 2022 
9:30 a.m. 
+Fr. Louis Prohaska 
+Celi Esmana 
+Josephine Kuhlman 
+Frank Finazzo 
+Linda Hohmann 
+Val Richtor 
+Arcangelina Calvitto 
 
Thursday, September 22, 2022 
9:30 a.m. 
+Marilynn Swindlehurst 
+Dolores Martinez 
 
Friday, September 23 , 2022 
9:30 a.m. 
+Ray & Marjorie Ferman 
+Mark May (11th R.A.) 
+Norm Kopaczeski 
+Tom Montgomery 
+Lino Bonrostro 
 
Saturday, September 24, 2022 
4:00 p.m. 
+Felix & Rita Gatt 
+Robert Labinski 
+Steven Herbert 
+Walter Broski 
David Boni 
+Mark May 
+Edwin Wagner 
+Fred Schulte 
+Joseph Dan Andrade 
Special Intention of Mike Capajo 
 
Sunday, September 25, 2022 
8:30 a.m. 
+John Wyrwicz (12th R.A.) 
+Mrs. Pike 
Special Intention of Mike Capajo 
 
10:30 a.m. 
+Walt Kalcevic 
+Rose Zappa 
+Sam Zappa 
+Robert George 
+Chester Gorski 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Living & Deceased Parishioners of St. Rene Parish 

  
 
 

Just Peachy Cobbler 
 

1 stick margarine, melted 
1 c. all purpose flour 
1 tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. baking soda 
1 c. sugar 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1 c. milk (low fat is ok) 
1 (21 oz.) can peach pie filling 
 
   Preheat oven to 350 F. Pour melted margarine in a 
9x13 inch baking pan, tilting to cover bottom. In mix-
ing bowl, thoroughly combine flour, baking powder, 
baking soda, sugar and salt. Stir in milk. Pour batter 
evenly over margarine. Add pie filling evenly on top 
of batter; do not stir. Bake 35 to 45 minutes until 
brown. Cool slightly before serving. A scoop of ice 
cream or whipping cream adds an extra wow! 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION 

 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
“You cannot serve both God and mammon.” Merriam-
Webster defines mammon as material wealth or pos-
sessions, especially having a debasing influence. 
While God does not take issue with our need to use 
money for the business of our lives, there can be a 
problem with the attitudes we bring to it. We can easi-
ly become so preoccupied and obsessed with money 
that it becomes the real “god” we worship. Do we 
serve mammon instead of God? In their book, Wealth, 
Riches and Money, Craig Hill and Earl Pitts outline 
symptoms of mammon’s influence in our lives. Some 
of these are worry and anxiety over money, money 
mismanagement, fear over “never having enough,” an 
“I can’t afford it” mentality, impulse buying, stingi-
ness, greed, debt, and discontent.  
 
Many of the things on that list can consume us to the 
point that we are distracted from what we really need 
to be doing. Many people spend an inordinate amount 
of time worrying about money and it becomes the 
source of their worst fears. If we are honest with our-
selves, we need to admit that we place far more em-
phasis on our material securities than we ought. In 
fact, we have actually convinced ourselves that we 
cannot live without it. Are we that certain about the 
presence of God? Many of the world’s problems, es-
pecially those involving inequity and injustice, result 
from conflicts about money. Many equate money with 
happiness. Those successful in accumulating large 
amounts of it quickly realize just how wrong they are. 
 
“Your ultimate allegiance is not to the government, 
not to the state, not to nation, not to any man-made 
institution. The Christian owes his ultimate allegiance 
to God, and if any earthly institution conflicts with 
God’s will it is your Christian duty to take a stand 
against it. You must never allow the transitory evanes-
cent demands of man-made institutions to take prece-
dence over the eternal demands of the Almighty God 
(Martin Luther King, Jr.).” This is the point Jesus is 
trying to make. Unfortunately, when we look around 
our man-made kingdoms are far more prevalent than 
God’s kingdom. When we start seeing greater evi-
dence of justice, equity, dignity, respect, opportunity, 
gentleness, holiness, solidarity, honesty, simplicity, 
care for creation, and a decrease in ambition, then we 
will know that God’s kingdom is being served. We 
will be doing what we are supposed to do. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
 

Fixing the Scales 
 
Most people don’t intend on being selfish. The reality of 
selfishness usually lies in the grey shades of our decision-
making. We would never go out of our way to kick a 
homeless person begging by the highway exit. We would 
never steal money from our parish collection plate.  
 
But would we drive past the homeless person without even 
extending a thought or a prayer toward his need? Would we 
justify stinginess in time, talent, and treasure because of 
our own comfort? We all have been guilty of transgressions 
such as these in the past. We will fall again in the future. 
 
Most of the evil in this world can be traced back to a feel-
ing of entitlement that lurks deep within each of us — a 
frantic concern for our own good that we find difficult to 
shake. The same instinct that compelled Eve to reach for 
the fruit that would give her the knowledge of good and 
evil still compels people to focus on what they are owed, 
on what they have “earned,” on what they have “coming to 
them.” We are so tempted to fix the scales. We are so 
tempted to keep score. 
 
We would do well to remember that our God is not a God 
who keeps score. He is not a God who acts entitled or who 
tacks on extra dues, taking as much as He can get. He is a 
God who seats the lowly with princes. He is a God who 
seeks avenues for reconciliation and mercy.  
 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
 

We are in need of Sacristans and Eucharistic 
Ministers. If anyone is interested, please con-
tact Gordon Yeck at (810)343-2954. 
 
We are in need of Ushers at the 8:30 a.m. & 
10:30 a.m. Masses. If you are interested in Ush-
ering, please see one of the Ushers. 
 
Altar Server training 
Anyone young or adult who would like to serve 
at the altar is invited to a training session. 
Please come serve at the altar! 
Date & Time to be announced! 
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                              Neighbors in Need 
 

 
St. Rene St. Vincent de Paul  We help with utility bills, clothing, household items and food. If you 
know of anyone who needs help, please have them call (586)718-4523. They do not need to be parish 
members. All information is kept strictly confidential. 
The food pantry is in need of laundry detergent, soap for washing dishes and hand soap. Thank 
you for your generosity! 

Weekend Liturgy Schedule for September 24& 25 

 Saturday 
4:00PM 

Sunday 
8:30 AM 

Sunday 
10:30 AM 

Sunday 
5:30 PM 

Presider Fr. Steve Fr. Joy Fr. Steve Fr. Tim 

Lector Steve Szeliga Rob Wilson Marv Laubach Virginia Jennings 

Altar Servers Lance Tolentino Karin Nieto Owen Brink  

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

J Dzuris 
M Passalacqua 
Open 

Open  
Open 
Open 

 D Juco 
T Monterio 
Open 

Open 
Open 
Open 

Ushers 
 
 

Tom Pluta 
Bill Broaddus 
Dave Hintz 
Todd Messineo 
Karen Messineo 
Jim Dudley 
Nick Rieser 
Jim Moravek 
Omar Oszust 

Tom Dutkiewicz 
Luis Nieto 
Al Gyenese 
Mike Kazyak 
Ed Stivers 
 

Bob Abraham 
Gary Novelli 
Terry Shaughnessy 
Tom Fooy 
Ralph Fackler 
Wilmar Suan 
Joe Meli 
 

Paul Hornung 
Duane Zawacki 
Mike Galuszka 
Carl Siglin  
Ofelia Fermil 
Fred Rossi 
Nancy DeLaCruz 

Sacristan R Kranson K Nieto T McWilliams V Jennings 

 

 A Message From Pope Francis 
 

“Getting the Covid 19 Vaccine is an act of 
love”….”and a profound way to care for one 
another” 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
 
Needed...Volunteer Eucharistic Ministers to 
help with communion and/or assist at Mass 
at Fraser Villa.. If you have an hour a week 
to give as a volunteer to minister to our 
Catholics, please call Chaplain Jonathan 
Balun at (586)294-3119. Thank you. 
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If you wish to read the bulletin it can be found online at Parishesonline.com then 
search by zip code.  
You can go online to the aod.org/live masses to find Weekday and Weekend Mass-
es that can be watched.  

STAY CONNECTED 
 

   I encourage you to sign up for this resource and make 
use of the Bible studies, faith formation opportunities, and 
Catholic movies available. Signing up only takes a few 
easy steps: 
 
1. Visit www.formed.org and click “Sign up.” 
2. Click “I belong to a Parish or Organization.” 
3. Type “Faith at Home Detroit” in the center box under 

Create New Account. (You’ll see it populate from the 
drop-down menu.) Click “Next.” 

4. Enter your first and last name as well as your email. 
5. Now you’re registered! You can also download the app 

on you Smartphone. If you need further assistance, 
contact Formed at www.help.formed.org or toll-free at 
844-367-6331. 

                   
     Our Sunday Offering 
                     September 10 & 11 

                 
                   Thank you for your  

                    generous response. 
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Corporal Joshua Arrington 
(Marines) 
Sr. Airman Greg Baumgartner 
Josey Blades (Air Force) 
Airman 1st Julie M.  
Chervon 
Spc. Shaen Connery (Army) 
P.O. 1st Dale A. Foglyano 
Nicholas Foglyano (Army) 
P.O. 3rd Nicolas Fooy (Navy) 
Lt Col David Fries 
Maj. Laura Geldhof 
Joe Gill, Navy 

Staff Sgt. Nicole R. Grenon 
Christopher Grubby (Navy) 
Pfc. Kevin Heath 
Lt. Christopher Kerr 
Pfc. Paul Koss (Marines) 
Lt. Joseph Kraft 
Sgt. Joseph Kucharek (Army) 
Sgt. Chris Libecki 
Mark Locricchio (Army) 
Sgt. Sean McDowell (Army) 
LCPL Miguel Menzer 
SPC Matthew Muellenhagen 
Maj. Eric Olson 

Chief Daniel Przybylinski  
(Navy) 
Justin Quinn (Marines) 
Anthony Roszko (Army) 
Lt. Greg Siuta 
Maj. Allison Stewart 
Sgt Tomas R. Studholme, Jr. 
ISG Robert Sutton 
Sgt. Matthew Sweetman 
Joel Vasquez, (Navy Seal) 
 
 

Prayer for Those Serving in the Military 
 

Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us.  
Bless them and their families for their selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need. 

Amen. 

Please Pray for the Family Members of our Parishioners serving in the Military: 

Adoration Chapel 
 

We are happy to announce the Adoration Chapel is open, with a different schedule. The chapel will be open Mon-
day through Friday from 7 am to 7 pm. The chapel is small, so the capacity will be limited to 4 people at a time. 
Masks are encouraged. Please limit your visit to 15 minutes in consideration of those waiting to enter. The door will 
be latched at 3:30 pm each afternoon. You will need to knock to enter. At 7 pm it will close until the following 
morning. 
Please help us keep the chapel open! 
 
Hours of Commitment Needed:                           Please call Mary Peterson if you are willing  
Wednesday 11:00 a.m.                                                        to commit to one of these hours. 
Thursday 5:00 p.m.  Friday 9:00 a.m.                           (586)979-1469 or (586)738-1154 
(2nd Adorer)    

 
 
 
 
 
The names for the prayer list for the sick is 
now done by personal intercession. Please 
drop the names of those needing prayers for 
healing in the petition box in the gathering ar-
ea. We are asking that you take 2 names from 
the basket and pray for those people by name 
every day for four weeks. If an emergency 
comes up please call the parish office and we 
will get members of the community to pray 
and offer intercessions for them at daily mass. 

 

Compassion 
Pregnancy Center 

www.compassionpregnancy.org 
info@compassionpregnancy.org 
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St. Rene Mission Statement 
St. Rene Goupil Parish is a Catholic Community, dedicated 
to strengthening the faith and love of its people. Our mission 
is to proclaim that Jesus is Lord, to celebrate His Presence, 
and to reach out to others in His name. 
 
Parish Registration: 

Welcome to all new families/individuals.  Please register as 
soon as possible.  Membership is a condition for the reception 
of the Sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation, First Eucharist, 
Confirmation and Marriage.   
Registration is also required before the parish can issue a 
sponsorship certificate for those asked to be a sacramental 
sponsor.  Registration forms are available in the Parish Of-
fice. 
 
Baptism: 

Baptisms are celebrated the third Sunday of the month at 
12:00 p.m.  A parent preparation class is mandatory. Classes 
are held on the fourth Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m.  
Call the Parish Office during weekday office hours to register 
for a class. 
 
Penance:  Saturday 3:00 p.m.  Special schedules for Advent 
and Lent. 
 
Marriage: 

Arrangements must be made through the Parish Office at 
least six months prior to the desired wedding date.  One per-
son of the couple must be an active, registered member of St. 
Rene Goupil Parish for six months. 
 
Anointing of the Sick: 

On request or by appointment through the Parish Office. 

 
Weekend Liturgy Schedule 

 
Saturday  4:00 p.m. 
Sunday    8:30 a.m. 
              10:30 a.m.  
                5:30 p.m. 

 
Weekday Mass 

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9:30 a.m. 
 

Confessions 
3:00 p.m. every Saturday 

WELCOME 
 

 If you have attended Mass at St. Rene and 
would like to become a member, please visit our 
parish office where you can register and discuss all 
of the wonderful ways to grow in faith through 
Christian Service, Worship, Youth Ministry, Out-
reach, Faith Formation, and in our Adoration 
Chapel.  For more information call 586-939-7500. 

 
SAINT RENE GOUPIL 

Catholic Church 
 

35955 Ryan Road  
Sterling Heights, MI 48310 

(586) 939-7500   
Fax (586) 939-7839 

 
Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 
 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Closed 12 Noon—1:00 p.m. Lunch 
Friday 9:00 a.m. - Noon 

 
Pastoral Staff 

Rev. Steven Koehler, Pastor 
Rev. Joy Chakian, Associate 
Rev. Mr. John Ball, Deacon  

Rev. Mr. Daniel Ramos, Deacon 
Michael Novak,  

Director of Evangelization & Education 
Alexander Sunga 

Director of Worship & Music 
 
 

ORGANIZATIONS & SERVICES 
 

 


